
This is the House of God, All Are Welcome! 

Welcome to our Guests! 
So that we can get to know you as you get to know us, please complete the 
following and place it in the offering plate later in worship. 

 
Guest Information 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone(s):_________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:___________________________________________________ 
Age Group(s): __13-18__19-25__26-35__36-45  __46-55__56-65__65+ 

Welcome to May Memorial  
Baptist Church! 

May Memorial is a wonderful church fami-
ly that provides opportunities for people of 
all ages to nurture their faith and pursue 
their faith story through wor-
ship, Sunday School, youth (6th through 
12th grade) and children's (infants through 
5th grade) programs, adult choir, mission 
groups, and Bible study.   
 
The Sunday worship schedule and weekly 
events are printed in the bulletin.  If this is 
your first visit or you are a returning guest, 
we welcome you!   
 
Restrooms are located through the doors 
beside the organ.  Once in the hall, go down 
the steps to the right and the bathrooms will 
be directly in front of you.  A water foun-
tain is available in the hallway behind the 
sanctuary.  Ushers are nearby to provide 
any assistance or information you may 
need.  The pastor would like to meet you 
following the service.  He will be at the 
door in the Narthex.   
 
At May Memorial, we welcome children of 
all ages to worship with their families. We 
do provide a nursery for infants through the 
age of two. The nursery is located behind 
the sanctuary and to your left at the very 
end of the hall. We also have volunteers 
available in the classroom directly behind 
the sanctuary for children who are three and 
older but not yet in kindergarten.   During 
the Doxology, all children are invited to exit 
the sanctuary with the Children's Minister. 
At that time,Extended Session (3 years - 
Kindergarten) and Children's Church (1st - 
4th grade) begins.   On the first Sunday of 
each month, there is no Children’s Church.  
  
Thank you for choosing to worship with us 
today.  We pray God's blessing on you and 
your family. 

May Memorial   

Baptist Church 

This Week and Next Week 
       at May Memorial 
 
Sunday, January 13 
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Worship 
  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 
 
Tuesday, January 15 
10:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 
  
Wednesday, January 16 
   4:00 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 

   5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
   6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 
   7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice 
 
Saturday, January 19 
  9:30 a.m.  Food Pantry Ministry 
 
Sunday, January 20 
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Worship 
  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 
 
Wednesday, January 23 
   4:00 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 

   5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
   6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 
   7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice 
 
Sunday, January 27 
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Worship 
12:00 p.m.  Passport Camp  
                   Meeting 
  5:00 p.m.  Salt Shakers Social 
  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 
 

  

  

I AM GOD’S BELOVED, 

I AM PRECIOUS IN HIS SIGHT 

Today’s Organist, Mary Ellen Balarzs, was born in Kenbridge, VA; grad-
uated from Kenbridge High; has a BS degree from Longwood College 
(now University); MA degree from VCU with emphasis in organ and 
choral directing; has served as musician at the following churches in the 
Richmond area: Bethany Christian, Bon Air United Methodist; St. Luke’s 
U. Methodist; River Road U Methodist and Redeemer Lutheran Church.  
Since retiring and moving to Powhatan, she has substituted in a number 
of other churches in the area.  She is a member and has held a number of 
positions in the Richmond Chapter of the American Guild of Organists – 
committees and Sub-Dean. Mary Ellen taught elementary music in Nar-
rows, VA for one year, moved to Richmond and taught in Chesterfield 
County for 24 years before retiring. She was married to Fred Balarzs for 
61 years and now widowed with two married daughters, four grandchil-
dren and one great-granddaughter.  She has been a resident of Powhatan 
County for 13 years. 
 
Passport Camp Meeting - All children, students and parents are asked to 
attend this mandatory meeting for summer camp.  We will meet right af-
ter the service on January 27. 
 
We Want You Here Class - We want you to come worship with us at 
May Memorial Baptist Church and be a part of our Church Family! The 
first “We Want You Here” class will be Sunday, January 20, 2019 – 9:45
-10:45am (and each third Sunday monthly). The class will focus on what 
is important to the May Memorial Church family and what makes us 
unique including May Memorial’s history, associations, staff, deacons 
and activities for all ages. If you would like to attend our January 20, 
2019 “We Want You Here” newcomers session, please call Debbie Elam 
at 804-397-5375 to reserve your seat.  It is our hope that by learning who 
we are and how we worship, you will join our Church Family.  The next 
class will be on February 17. 
 
Women’s Bible Study - Starting time 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 1/15 
 
SALT SHAKERS is happening January 27, 2019 @ 5:00 pm.  We have 
spaces for three more people.  We welcome any adult who would like to 
gather around a meal for good Christian fellowship.  We begin the even-
ing at the home of Bob and Nancy Wood, with appetizers brought by par-
ticipants (one appetizer per twosome).  Singles are welcome; team up 
with another single for the appetizer.  At 6:00 we will travel to designated 
home.  Your host/hostess will contact you at least a week prior to Jan 27 
to work with you on a dish to bring.   Get to know those we see on a Sun-
day morning in a relaxed, home surrounding with good conversation.  
Deadline for signup is Thursday, Jan. 17.  Call the church office to re-
serve your space.  Call Deacon Carol Williams for questions or more in-
formation  
 
Scholarship applications for the 2019-20 school year, available from the 
church office, will be accepted from now through March 31.  Repeat ap-
plicants may submit an updated application without attachments.  First 
time applicants must submit an application with the required attachments 
(letters of reference and an essay.) Questions may be directed to any 
member of the Scholarship Committee:  Lynne Bradbury, Constance 
Deal, Jackie Lindsey. 
  

Ashley Edwards, Youth/Children’s Minister 
Joan Maples, Minister of Music 

Michael Edwards, Pastor  (804) 922-0101 
Church Office (804) 598-3098     



The Community Gathers for Worship 
 

  Prelude                                                                             Mary Ellen Balarzs 
 Be Thou My Vision                                              arr. David Cherwien 
 

  Welcome and Announcements                         Michael Edwards 
 
Gathering Song (St. 1 & 2) 
 Christ Be Our Light                                                 Bernadette Farrell 

* Call to Worship                                                                    Brooke Fredette 
 
Sisters and brothers, today we recall:  
Jesus came to the waters of baptism. 
 

In baptism, our Creator claims us  
and frees us from the power of hatred and death. 
 

In baptism we are joined to Christ  
and we are joined together in unity, recalling 
 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek there is no longer slave or free 
there is no longer male or female for all of you are one in Christ Je-
sus.” 
 

In baptism, the Spirit of God anoints us for ministry and makes us signs 
of divine love. It is the mark of acceptance into the church and the begin-
ning of our growth into full Christian faith and discipleship. 
 

Therefore on this day, the whole church, the Body of Christ, remem-
bers and celebrates. 
 

Let us worship God! 

 
*  Hymn of Praise No. 338                                                       FOUNDATION 

 How Firm a Foundation          from Genuine Church Music, 1832 
 

*  Invocation                                                        Michael  Edwards 
 

The Community Proclaims and Hears God’s Word 
  
 

 Children’s Sermon                                                            Ashley Edwards 

Children are invited to move to the front of the sanctuary as all sing 

Hymn No. 129 Tell Me the Stories of Jesus (St. 1).  After the Doxolo-

gy, children ages 3 through Kindergarten who remained in worship with 

their families may exit for Extended Session.  

 

 

Prayers of the People 
Call to Prayer No. 251 (St. 1)             DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

  Of the Father’s Love Begotten    3th C. Plainsong Melody 

Pastoral Prayer                                                      Michael Edwards 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

* Stewardship Hymn No. 245                                                 MORECAMBE 

  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart                   F. C. Atkinson 
 
 
   Worship in Stewardship 
  Offertory Prayer                        Debbie Howard  
     Offertory                                                         Scott Richards, guitar 
   Spirit Song                                                       John Wimber 

     *  Doxology No. 253                                          OLD 100TH (ALTERED) 

 
Hebrew Scripture Reading                Paula Duncan 
 Isaiah  43:1-7 
 
 
Anthem                                                                                    Adult Choir 
 Children of Light                                                     Pepper Choplin 
 
 
Gospel Reading                 Paula Duncan 
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
 
Sermon                                                                           Michael Edwards 
 Beloved, Precious in God’s Sight 

 
 

The Community Responds to God’s Word  
    Silence for Reflection 
 

*  Hymn of Response                                                           BEACH SPRING 

              The Sacred Harp, 1844 
 

Wash, O God, your sons and daughters, newborn creatures of your womb.  
Number them among your people,  raised like Christ from death and tomb.   

Weave them garments bright and sparkling;   
compass them with love and light.  

Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, holy dove and heart's delight. 
 

Every day we need your nurture;  by your milk may we be fed.  
Let us join your feast, partaking cup of blessing, living bread.  

God, renew us; guide our footsteps, free from sin and all its snares,  
one with Christ in living, dying, by your Spirit, children, heirs. 

 

O how deep your holy wisdom!  Unimagined, all your ways!  
To your name be glory, honor! With our lives we worship, praise!  
We your people stand before you, water-washed and Spirit-born.  
By your grace, our lives we offer. Recreate us; God, transform!  

(During the Hymn of Response, we invite you to publicly profess your belief 
in Jesus Christ.  If you have not made a profession of faith, we invite you to do so 
and receive believer’s baptism.  You may also respond by moving your member-
ship to this church on a promise of a letter, or you may respond by re-dedicating 
yourself to Christ.  The pastor will be available for prayer and consultation and 
would welcome your response.)  

  

 The Community Departs for Ministry 
 

*  Benediction                                            Michael Edwards 
 

(Today’s benediction was written by Baptist Pastor and Professor Charles Bugg, who says 
it was inspired by the preacher Fred Craddock.) 
 

*  Postlude                                                                     Mary Ellen Balarzs 
 Go, Tell It On the Mountain                         arr. Charles Callahan 
___________________________________________________________ 
*  Please stand as you are able. 
 

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers are placed by Gwen and Gerald Hagen to the Glory of God and in 

honor of the congregation. 
  

All music printed in today's worship is protected under  
CCLI License # 11565832.  

 WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 

Join us for Supper @ 5:45 Wednesday 
 

1-16 Breakfast for Dinner 
by the Baptist Men 

 
1-23 Pasta Night 

by the Mid-Week Meal Team 
 

Main Meal—$6.00    Kid’s Meal—$4.00 
 

Name: ________________________# Adults____#Children___ 

Family Meals will not exceed $20.00 


