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Enjoy these pictures from last 

Wednesday's Mid-Week meal, 

sponsored by Judy Potter and the 

Open Door Class.  

"We are so fortunate to have Bob and Billy 

Kruschwitz as teachers of our class who lead 

us in their knowledge and create discussion 

as we learn and grow in our faith.  We grow 

in our relationships as we work together 

with opportunities like this past Wednesday 

night dinner."  

 ~ Judy Potter 

 

 

Connecting to God...Worship 

 

 

 

Join us on March 10 
and on March 24 

for a service of baptism. 

 

Reaching…..Teaching… 

Touching… 

  in the Heart of Powhatan 
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Connecting to Each Other...Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 
Mid-Week Meals 

  

January 23 - Pasta Night 

January 30 - Johns Bailey's Bar-B-Q 

February 6 - Koinonia Class Cooks 

  

February 13th 

Sweet Heart Potato Bar 

Sponsored by the Rachael Circle 

 

February 20 - Pot Luck 

 

 

February 27th - A fancy 

dinner  to raise funds for 

Passport Camp 

sponsored by our Youth 

 Roasted Turkey Breast, mashed 

potatoes, green beans and rolls with 

assorted desserts 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, Join Us for 

Kingdom Kids! 

 

Weekly after-school children's 

camp. Games, crafts, stories, 

and community that shapes 

children as faithful disciples of 

Jesus Christ. 

 



  

We Want You Here Class - We want you to come worship 

with us at May Memorial Baptist Church and be a part of our 

Church Family!  

The first “We Want You Here" class will be Sunday, 

January 20, 2019 – 9:45-10:45am (and each third Sunday 

monthly.) 

 The class will focus on  what is important to the May 

Memorial Church family and what makes us unique including 

May Memorial’s history, associations, staff, deacons and 

activities for all ages. If you would like to attend our January 

20, 2019 “We Want You Here” newcomers session, please 

call Debbie Elam at 804-397-5375 to reserve your seat.  It is 

our hope that by learning who we are and how we worship, 

you will join our Church Family. 
 

 

Connecting to Our World...Missions 

 

  

College Care Packages 

A collection bin is in the foyer outside the church office to 
collect items for care packages for our college students!  Items 

that you may donate are: 
$10.00 gift certificates to Kroger, Walmart, Panera, Starbucks, 

Sheets, Target, McDonalds, etc., Cute stuffed animals, 
Scented Candles, Journals, Colorful Pens, Nail Polish, etc, 

Candy, Snacks, Fuzzy Socks, Toothpaste, Toothbrush, 
Shaving Essentials, laundry care items or quarters, Water 

Bottles, Chap Stick, Handwritten Letters and Notes. 
 

 

 

 

The Food Pantry will meet on January 19 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Pantry. 
Food Pantry needs: 
Oil, Sugar, Mayo, Ketchup, BBQ sauce, Butter Beans, Spam, 
Brown Rice, Pineapple, Fruit Cocktail, Mixed & Collard 
Greens, Lima Beans, Chili no beans, Refried Beans 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

Passport Camp Meeting - All youth and parents are 

asked to attend this mandatory meeting for summer 

camp.  We will meet right after the service on January 

27. 
 



  

It's Time to Apply For Scholarships 
 
Scholarship applications for the 2019-20 school year, available 
from the church office, will be accepted from now through 
March 31.  Repeat applicants may submit an updated 
application without attachments.  First time applicants must 
submit an application with the required attachments (letters of 
reference and an essay.) Questions may be directed to any 
member of the Scholarship Committee:  Lynne Bradbury, 
Constance Deal, Jackie Lindsey. 

 

  

 

Prayer List January 14, 2019 

 

 

CHURCH FAMILY:  

Barbara Barden 

Fred Cole 

Nick Elam 

Jean Hall 

Fran O'Donnell 

Jim Pinkley 

David&Susan  

      Terry 

Nancy Wilkinson 

Jason Young 

 

 

MILITARY:    

Danny Myers, Brent 

Templeton, Jay Walls, 

Quint Sutton, David 

Brizendine, Jeremiah 

Clift, Nelson Sutton 

  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS*: 

Ron Davidson, friend of the Howard's 

Stephen Breeden, Son of Martha Oberg 

Lee Burnett 

Diane Deal, David Deal's Mother 

Justin Yancey, Irma Alvis' Grandson 

Ron and Rhonda Simmons, friends of the 

Lindsey's 

Estelle Davis, Debbie Elam's mother 

Lacie Baggett 

Rick Gallier 

Frank Carmichael 

Blythe Samuel (math teacher, PHS) 

Bobby Wells, Gladys Rabon's sister 

Libby Gregg  

Chris Elam 

Elizabeth Rice, friend of Carol Williams 

Stuart Yeorge  

Andrea Sullivan, Mike Koelzer's sister 

 

HOMEBOUND: 

Frances Tilman, 3904 Old Buckingham Rd 

 

Audrey Johnston, The Crossing at Bon Air 

9100 Bon Air Crossings Drive, Room 202 

Richmond, VA 23235 

 

Audrey Mann, The Laurels of Willow Oaks, 11611 

Robious Road, Midlothian, 23113  

 

Dillon Hamlett, 112 Jefferson Wing, 2420 

Pemberton Road, Henrico, VA 23233 



 

Thank You 

 

 

The family of Donna Jessup would like to thank Pastor Michael Edwards for 
the beautiful service for Donna Jessup.  It was a fitting tribute to a 

wonderful person.  Thank you to all the kind people who prayed for her 
during her illness.  We would also like to thank the church for the use of 

the fellowship hall and to anyone who brought food for the funeral reception 
- Thank you!  It was so wonderful how the community came together to take 

care of everything for us.  A special thank you to Gladys Rabon, you are 
amazing.  We know mama is resting in Gods arms now and she is at peace. 

That is really all you can hope for. 
The family of Donna Jessup 

 
Roxanne McLane & Teresa Dickey 

 

From the Pastor 
 

The Diversity and Equity Committee and Frightening Law Enforcement 
 
            In late November I attended my first meeting of the Diversity and Equity Committee for the 
Powhatan County Schools.  I had been asked months ago to serve on this committee, and when I went 
to the first meeting I was surrounded by a wonderful group of people.  Some are school staff members, 
some are parents, and some are community members without school-age children.  I am one of two 
pastors serving on this committee, one of at least three May Memorial members, and one of many 
people of faith. 
            Much of our meeting consisted of leaders from each school communicating what they are doing 
to ensure that each child is treated fairly and justly and that each child is given what they need to 
succeed, regardless of their differences.  I learned that there is a big difference between equity and 
equality, equality being that everyone is given the same thing and equity being that everyone is given 
what they need to succeed.  (see image below) 
            All of this was very interesting and encouraging, but at the end of the meeting something 
happened that I have thought about many times since.  At the end we were directed in a couple of 
exercises, the last one being one of those activities in which you write down the first thing that comes 
to your mind when a word (or phrase) is read.  Dr. Prince, the leader of the committee, slowly read 
about fifteen words.  Some of the words were: Black, Jew, Handicap, Fair, Equal, Latino, Gay, and 
Police. 
            After all the words were read and we had quickly written responses, people were given the 
opportunity to name some of their responses.  They were all good and thoughtful, including things like 
brave, hard-working, mistreated, difficult, etc.  At my table was an older African-American lady.  A 
member of our community, not a school staff member, maybe a grandparent.  She did not call out a 
response loudly, but what she said softly when we were given the opportunity shocked me.  When Dr. 
Prince asked our response to the word Police, most of the answers that were loudly named were things 
like Trusted, Brave, Self-Giving.  But this lady responded quietly: frightening. 
            I don’t know for sure, but I think I have been stopped or pulled over by law enforcement less 
than four times in my entire life.  And of those three or four times, the only fear I had in my heart was 
that I had done something to break a law.  I am certain that on one of those three or four times I 
received a ticket for speeding.  I have never feared a deputy, state policeman, highway patrolman, 
etc.  But I also know that every time I have encountered law enforcement I have done so as a middle-



 

class white male. 
            I don’t know what it is like to be stopped as a young black male, and I don’t know what it is like 
to be an African-American grandmother (or mother) and send your son out with a new driver’s license 
and car.  I simply don’t know what it is like.  But for whatever reason, to this older African-American 
lady sitting at my table fear is a part of it. 
            Martin Copenhaver was the pastor at Wellesley Congregational Church in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts.  Wellesley has been ranked the seventh wealthiest county in America, and the historic 
congregation he served is a very educated and wealthy group of people.  One morning Copenhaver got 
to his office, and the secretary disturbed him during a meeting and told him he had a phone call.  He 
was a little put out to be disturbed and asked her to take a message.  “You really have to take this call,” 
she replied, and he did.  When he answered there was a policeman on the phone, and he asked about 
Copenhaver’s car and license tag number.  “Well, you drove off without paying for gas about 45 
minutes ago.”  Copenhaver immediately remembered and the officer was right.  His mind had been 
distracted and without thinking he just forgot to pay.  The officer told him there had been a increased 
number of “drive-offs” over the past months, and he was going to have to come and arrest him.  “What 
do you do at the church?” the officer asked, “well, I’m the pastor.”  The officer told him that his wife 
would just kill him if he arrested a pastor, so he asked that Copenhaver just meet him immediately at 
the gas station and pay for what he put in his car an hour earlier, which he did.  Copenhaver said that 
he thought about the homeless men lined up for the church’s soup kitchen, and he wondered how 
“forgetting to pay” would work out so differently for them. 
            This is exactly how I experience police.  No fear.  A good explanation will go a long way.  I’m 
white, middle-class, and a pastor.  But what is it like to experience police if you’re not all these things? 
What is it that the older African-American woman experienced that caused her to write frightening? 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

From the Music Minister 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
  
The irony of a New Year: 
On one hand, following a holiday break of altered schedules, parties, travel, and days off from work, 
we yearn for a return to routine and old, familiar patterns. On the other hand, the New Year cries for 
resolutions, promises to “be better and do better,” and to change so we grow and 
establish new patterns and habits. 
  
The irony of church music: 
Music is patterned, a grand plan of notes, rhythms, tempos, and, for singers, text; we revel in the 
“rules of music,” on one hand. On the other hand, music is a vehicle to explore and express a holy, 
mysterious God who defies definition. We will never know all there is to know about God. God is 
mystery; life is mystery. In life, and in music, we rest in God’s mystery. 
  
Plato said, Music is a moral law. It gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination, a charm to sadness, and life to everything. Fine music is the essence of order and leads 
to all that is just and good, of which it is the invisible, but nevertheless dazzling, passionate, and 
eternal form.  
 vs 
The thoughts expressed by Israel Galindo, educator, theologian, practitioner, artist, and Associate 
Dean for Lifelong Learning at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, GA, in his prayer: “Our God 
of the Ages, we have brought in a new year with celebration and much noise. We rejoice in the gift of 
another year of life, filled accomplishments, goals, achievements, and events in our lives that serve as 
markers for our memory, some of which we visit gladly, with a distant gleam of joy in our eyes, others 
that invite familiar feelings of heartache and loss. 
  
Now is the time for new beginnings, to welcome second chances, and for starting ‘agains.’ We stand 
on new ground, full of new tomorrows, embracing your gift of hope: knowing that in your grace, things 
do work out, bodies do heal, relationships mend, and life goes on, in all its MYSTERY and wonder 
and splendor. Amen.” 
  
Keep making joyful noises every day in 2019! 
Joan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

This Week and Next Week at May Memorial 
 

 

Tuesday, January 15 
10:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 

  
Wednesday, January 16 
   4:00 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 

   5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
   6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 

   7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice 
  

Saturday, January 19 
  9:30 a.m.  Food Pantry Ministry 

  
Sunday, January 20 

  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Worship 

  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 
  

Wednesday, January 23 
   4:00 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 

   5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
   6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 

   7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice 
  

Sunday, January 27 
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.  Worship 
12:00 p.m.  Passport Camp Meeting 

  5:00 p.m.  Salt Shakers Social (deadline to sign up is Jan 17) 
  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 

 

 

 FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
   

Our gifts to our Lord for January 13, 2019 
 On-Line Giving 

 Regular Offering                   $ 2,005.23 
      

 Total Giving For Period:        $ 2,005.23 

 

 


