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From the Pastor…Beginning with Comfort 
 

            Yesterday in Sunday School we began considering how each of the Gospel writers begin the story of the 

Good News of Jesus.  Mark, we learned yesterday, skips the normal birth narrative altogether.  The only birth that is 

described in Mark’s Gospel is the watery birth of baptism.  Matthew, Luke, and John also have their different 

approaches to the beginning of the story of Jesus. 

            When George Frederick Handel begins his telling of the “Messiah” story, he also begins the story in a 

unique way.  After the instrumental introduction, Handel has a tenor step forward and slowly, clearly sing Isaiah 40. 

  

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 

that her warfare is accomplished, 

that her iniquity is pardoned: 

for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

  

            The tenor doesn’t rush through this verse, he dwells pointedly on that first word.  Comfort.  Before the 

music allows us to move on, we hear the word comfort no fewer than six times.  

            Our culture, given the choice, would start and end it with the Hallelujah Chorus (Handel does neither), 

because we always want to skip to Hallelujahs.  But Handel and the Church understand what God’s people often 

need, especially when we’re in exile, is comfort. 

) 598-3098             We are in need of comfort these days, for so much of what we’re experiencing is so un-

comfortable.  And on the Second Sunday in Advent that is exactly what the prophet brings to us:  

 

A God who offers comfort.  

A shepherd who tends and feeds his flock.  

A shepherd who will gather his lambs into his arms.  

And will place them on his lap.  

And will gently guide us. 

  

Worship will be online this Sunday, but join in the experience to find how God offers comfort to those who are in 

the un-comfortable deserts of exile and loss. 
 

 

 



 

 

Advent and Christmas for the 

May Memorial Family  

 

Advent Hospitality: A Gift from the Home… (of name) 

November 30 – December 25 

Consisting of artwork, music, Christmas symbols and decorations, and 

readings, these gifts will come from members of the May Memorial 

family and will be sent out each morning during Advent. 

  

Sunday, December 20 

          YouTube Premiere Children’s Christmas Pageant 

          The pageant will premiere on YouTube and in our sanctuary (video presentation) at 3:00.  The sanctuary 

premiere is offered for those who do not have access to YouTube, although anyone can attend. 

  

Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

          11:00 a.m., YouTube Premiere Service in the MMBC Sanctuary, made available especially for those without 

a computer or access to YouTube, although anyone can attend. 

          4:00 p.m., MMBC Christmas Eve Worship on YouTube Premiere.  This will be an online worship service 

much like our worship services while in early pandemic weeks. 

 

 

Join Us For Sunday School on Zoom 

 
During the four Sundays of Advent this year, November 29 through December 20, 

travel with the Zoom Sunday School to some ‘houses’ decorated quite differently 

for the birth of Jesus—the four “Gospel homes” of Mark, Matthew, Luke, and 

John!  Bob Kruschwitz and Juston Sanudo will be team teaching the study. 

Our guide will be Cynthia M. Campbell, Christmas in the Four Gospel 

Homes (Westminster John Knox Press, 2019). Copies of this book are available in 

the church office and from online booksellers.  “The purpose of our journey is to 

experience what Christmas means from [each Gospel’s] perspective and how 

Christmas is celebrated there,” Campbell writes. Each week’s study features a 

house drawing by architect Kevin Burns, who offers his own interpretation of how 

each Gospel welcomes us to “reflect on the mystery of Jesus, Son of God, born of 

Mary.”  Please join in the Zoom Sunday School class each Sunday morning at 9:15 

a.m., or view it afterwards online through the May Memorial YouTube channel. 

 

To join by phone about 9:15: Call (312) 626-6799   Enter: 871 7487 0259     

 

 

Connecting to Each Other...Fellowship 

 

 

Bible Study on Zoom - Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
   

 

To join with any phone: Call (312) 626-6799      

Enter this code:  286 978 612 
 



 

 

Kingdom Kids Zoom Meeting 

 
Every Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. we meet online for our Kingdom 

Kids program and fun!    

 

To join with any phone: Call (312) 626-6799    

Enter the meeting code:  277 032 1474 

   

  

Jesse Tree Devotional 
 

If you need a copy of the devotional which has all the 

information for making the Jesse Tree, you may contact Ashley 

Edwards by calling her at (804) 586-0652. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Handbell Choir and 

Adult Choir Ensemble Rehearsals 

 

Will resume after the New Year.   

 

 

Connecting to the World...Missions 

  

Christmas Mission Project 

 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation—This year before Christmas we will be 

joining with Baptists across Virginia collecting gifts cards for children in the 

Cannon Ball on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation in North Dakota.  WMU of 

Virginia staff (who are at Standing Rock) will shop for each child using the gift 

cards so the children there will receive what they need this Christmas.  Please 

bring gift cards on our collection date of December 13 during Worship from 

Dollar Tree, Amazon, Walmart or Target.  While any amount is appreciated, a $25 

gift card will sponsor one individual child at Standing Rock.  

   

 

 

Food Pantry Ministry 
The Food Pantry team will meet at the Powhatan Food 

Pantry on Saturday, December 19 at 9:30 a.m. 

 



 

 

The final collection for the Richmond Pregnancy Resource Center.  

Thank you everyone! 

Rachael Circle Zoom Meeting 
All Ladies are invited to the Zoom 

meeting on Tuesday, December 8 at 12:00 

noon. 

  

 

To Join By Phone: Dial: 312 626 6799 

Enter Meeting ID: 843 0037 0744 

 

 

 

November/December 

Birthdays 

 

 

30 - Ashley Osborne 

1 - Candy Wills 

7 - Ray Crump 

7 - Karen Hay 

8 - Jeanan Krueger 

16 - Nancy Gillespie 

18-Phyllis Anderson 

18- Laura Edwards 

19- Dawana Sheppard 

19- Ken Jamerson 

22- Robin Mead 

22-Lisa O'Donnell 

 

  

 

Financial Information 

 

Our Gifts to our Lord 

 

Week of November 29, 2020 

 

Regular Offering       $ 4,732.50 

Building Fund                 240.00                              

Special Offering               40.00  

  

Total                          $ 5,012.50       
 

 

 



 

  



 

Message from the 
 

Regathering Team 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 28 

 

May Memorial Family, 

  

    Because a member of the May Memorial Family (and increasing 

members of the Powhatan community) have tested positive for COVID 

19, the Regathering Team has made the decision to go “online only” 

for at least two weeks. 

    It is the Regathering Team’s goal to keep our church community 

safe, and we believe this is the responsible step in order keep each 

other as safe as possible. 

    Those who have been in close contact with the member will 

be contacted. 

    Please pray for those in our community who are suffering from this 

illness. 

    You will receive an email link this evening  for an online worship 

service that will premiere on YouTube tomorrow morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


