
  

 
 

 

 

May Memorial Baptist Church 
Newsletter    11-9-20    

Reaching...Teaching...Touching ...in the Heart of Powhatan 

3922 Old Buckingham Road 

In the heart of the Courthouse Village  (804) 598-3098 

From the Pastor…An Interestingly Different Christmas 
         I was in a pastor’s meeting last week when another pastor told about a deacon’s meeting during which they 

were discussing Christmas Eve worship.  They were attempting to identify the elements of worship for Christmas 

Eve they could keep this year, in light of the COVID Pandemic.  The one thing, they thought, they could keep, was 

the lighting of candles.  But then, someone asked, “yes, but how are we going to ‘put them out’?”  Great question 

when we struggle with an airborne virus. 

This year presents challenges for May Memorial’s “normal” celebration of Christmas, but May Memorial has 

decided to see those challenges as an opportunity to think and work outside the box.  It is appropriate to mourn the 

loss of “normalcy,” but we can simultaneously look to “the new” and find meaning there.  Below is an outline of 

how we will celebrate Christmas this year at May Memorial.  This is not a “normal” year, and in some ways that 

saddens my heart.  And yet I am excited about the new ways we may celebrate this most meaningful season of the 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Hospitality: A Gift from the Home… (of name) 

November 30 – December 25 

Consisting of artwork, music, Christmas symbols and decorations, and readings, these gifts will come from members 

of the May Memorial family and will be sent out each morning during Advent. 

  

Advent Wednesdays, 

Noon until 1:00 p.m., December 2, 9, 16, and 23 

Come for a few minutes, or the entire hour.  You will hear music from the May Memorial Carillon and guest 

musicians.  This is not a concert, but a time to enjoy the peace and beauty of the May Memorial Sanctuary during the 

Advent Season.  The Advent Wreath will be “re-lit” each Wednesday so those who gather can hear words of hope, 

joy, love, and peace as we wait for the Coming Messiah. 

  

Sunday, December 20 

          YouTube Premiere Children’s Christmas Pageant 

          The pageant will premiere on YouTube and in our sanctuary (video presentation) at 3:00.  The sanctuary 

premiere is offered for those who do not have access to YouTube, although anyone can attend. 

  

Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

          11:00 a.m., YouTube Premiere Service in the MMBC Sanctuary, made available especially for those without a 

computer or access to YouTube, although anyone can attend. 

          4:00 p.m., MMBC Christmas Eve Worship on YouTube Premiere 

This will be an online worship service much like our worship services while in early pandemic weeks. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

AT MAY MEMORIAL 



Join Us For Sunday School on Zoom  

 
During the four Sundays of Advent this year, November 29 through December 
20, travel with the Zoom Sunday School to some ‘houses’ decorated quite 
differently for the birth of Jesus—the four “Gospel homes” of Mark, Matthew, 
Luke, and John!  Bob Kruschwitz and Juston Sanudo will be team teaching the 
study.  Our study of Mark continues through November 22, then we will begin 
this new study.  Our guide will be Cynthia M. Campbell, Christmas in the Four 
Gospel Homes (Westminster John Knox Press, 2019). Copies of this book are 
available in the church office and from online booksellers.  “The purpose of our 
journey is to experience what Christmas means from [each Gospel’s] perspective 
and how Christmas is celebrated there,” Campbell writes. Each week’s study 
features a house drawing by architect Kevin Burns, who offers his own 
interpretation of how each Gospel welcomes us to “reflect on the mystery of 

Jesus, Son of God, born of Mary.”  Please join in the Zoom Sunday School class each Sunday morning at 9:15 
a.m., or view it afterwards online through the May Memorial YouTube channel. 
 
To join the Zoom session by phone: Call (312) 626-6799   Enter: 871 7487 0259   

 

 

 

 

Connecting to Each Other...Fellowship 

  

Lighthouse Parade! On 11/4/20 In downtown Powhatan 



 

 

Handbell Choir Resumes! (note the time change) 

 
Rehearsals will be on Mondays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. through December 
22nd.   Practice will take place in the Fellowship Hall.  This is a great opportunity 
for ministry and fellowship. We will have all safety precautions in place. 
 
 
   

 

 

Calling Adult Choir Members  

If you are an Adult Choir member who is interested in 

joining a new smaller choir, please contact Sandra 

Parker at servnhim4@msn.com. Or call the church 

office. 

 

   

 

Kingdom Kids Zoom Meeting 

 

Every Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. we meet online for our Kingdom Kids program and fun!    

To join with any phone: Call (312) 626-6799    

Enter the meeting code:  277 032 1474 

 

   

 

p.m. Bible Study on Zoom - Wednesdays at 6:30 

 To join with any 

phone: Call (312) 626-6799      

Enter this code:  286 978 612 
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Connecting to the World...Missions 
 

 

Small Mission Projects 

November 9 

through Nov. 22 

the WMU Rachael Circle is 

sponsoring a 

Baby Shower Collection 
 

 

They will be collecting new baby items for the Richmond Pregnancy Resource Center.  The center helps those facing an 

unplanned pregnancy, who are feeling a lot of emotions: confused, overwhelmed, scared. They are there for support and to 

talk through client’s questions and options, and it’s all free. They do not perform or refer for abortions.  Also, they provide 

connections to parenting classes and baby care items, including diapers, wipes, and clothing.  A complete list of baby 

items, like baby lotion and baby winter outerwear is on the next page. 

All items donated must be new. 

Collection begins on November 1 and ends on November 22. 

We would like to get them to the center by Thanksgiving.  Thank you! 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Christmas Mission Project - Standing Rock Indian 

Reservation—This year before Christmas we will be joining with Baptists 

across Virginia collecting gifts cards for children in the Cannon Ball on the 

Standing Rock Indian Reservation in North Dakota.  WMU of Virginia staff 

(who are at Standing Rock) will shop for each child using the gift cards so the 

children there will receive what they need this Christmas.  Please bring gift 

cards on our collection date of December 13 during Worship from Dollar 

Tree, Amazon, Walmart or Target.  While any amount is appreciated, a $25 gift 

card will sponsor one individual child at Standing Rock.  
 

 

From the Powhatan Coalition 
• Betty McCracken has a washer and dryer in working order available.  If anyone can use them, please 

contact her at 804-512-6198.  Thank you. 
• Does anyone have an electric range in usable shape to give away to someone in need.  I received a 

phone call from Cathy with Grace Mission about it.  Please contact Cathy Sprowls at (804) 794-

2265.  Thanks everybody!  

Thank you 

 

A BIG thank you to Lester Oberg who has led the effort to replace the bulbs in the sanctuary and 

surrounding areas.  Through the funds given and Lester’s hard work, we will be able to do all of the 

work that we hoped to accomplish.  Thanks Lester! 

  

May Memorial Church offers its gratitude to Jake Blandford for the beautiful Bible he gave to the 

church.  The Bible is on display in the commons area, and is a facsimile of the Oxford 1769 King 

James Family Bible.  The 1769 was a major edition of the KJV done by Dr. Benjamin Blayney at 

Oxford; he standardized the spellings and punctuation in this edition.  It is essentially the basis for 

King James Bible printings to this day.  It also included the Apocrypha.  You are welcome to stop by 

and view this beautiful Bible during church office hours. 

 

 

 

 



 

November Birthdays 
 

 

Nov 9 - Joy Sanudo 

      13 - Karen Utt 

      13 - Jeff O'Donnell 

      15 - Sandy Givens 

      16 - Josh Deal 

17 - Snead DeNoon 

18 - Martha Oberg 

19 - Rob Williams 

22 - Nancy Wilkinson 

24 - Debbie Howard 

24 – Dot Wilkins is 90!!!!! 

  

 

Financial Information 
 

Our Gifts to our Lord 

 

Week of November 8, 2020 

 

Regular Offering       $ 6,261.64 

Scholarships                     25.00 

Special Offering              100.00            

 (lighting) 

Total                          $ 6,386.64             

   

 

 

Prayer list and homebound contact list 

 

 



 
 

  

  

 
 


