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This is the House of God…All Are Welcome 



 

 
You have come to us as a small child,  

but you have brought us the greatest of all gifts, 

the gift of eternal love. Caress us with your  

tiny hands, embrace us with your tiny arms,  

and pierce our hearts with your soft, sweet cries. 

 

Bernard of Clairvaux (1090–1153) 

 

_______________________________ 

 

The Community Gathers for Worship 
 

 

Welcome                                                                                                    Michael Edwards 

 

Prelude             Irma Alvis 

 

* Call to Worship              Laura Edwards 

 

Come, all who await God’s coming; there is good news of great joy! 

God has come among us in a baby of humble birth. 

Our salvation has come; let heaven and earth rejoice! 

Give thanks to God’s holy name, for God’s light has dawned among us. 

Join the multitudes who sing, “Glory to God in the highest.” 

God has redeemed us and calmed our fears; 

We are God’s own, sought out and not forsaken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 
 

* Invocation           Michael Edwards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Proclamation        Andy Firda 

 
The Twenty-fifth Day of December, when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation 

of the world, when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, and formed man in his own 

likeness; when century upon century had passed since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the 

Great Flood, as a sign of covenant and peace; in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in 

faith, came out of Ur of the Chaldees; in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by 

Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; in the 

sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; in the year 

seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome; in the forty-second year of the 

reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, the whole world being at peace, JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and 

Son of the eternal Father, desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, and when nine months had passed since his conception, was born of the Virgin 

Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

the flesh. 

 

 

 

The Lighting of the Christ Candle     Tom, Julie, Amanda, and Sarah Seaman 
 

Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world. 
(Light the four Advent candles.) 
 

God’s light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it. 
(With all Advent candles lit, light the Christ candle.) 
 

With the company of heaven and with sounds of great joy, you come to us. 

This is the time of light and glorious joy. 
 

The prophet Isaiah proclaimed a time when those who walked in the shadows 

would see a great light. A light would shine and a child would be born to us. The 

evangelist Luke painted the nativity sky and repeated the heavenly song of the 

angels, "Glory, peace on earth and goodwill!" John declared that this great light is 

Christ, the Word made flesh. This great light lives among us. By it we behold God's 

glory—full of grace and truth. At Christ's nativity, we now rejoice. 
 

God, our Life and Light, thank you for coming this night to us. 

Thanks for touching all heaven and earth with your splendor. In 

every corner of the world, shine this night with your peace. In every 

corner of our hearts, shine this night with your grace. Amen. 
 

 

Children’s Moment           Ashley Edwards 

 

 



The Community Proclaims the Word of God 
 

A Branch From David’s Line 

Isaiah 11:1-9           B. J. Smith 

 Hymn 

  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 
 

 

A Ruler from Bethlehem               

 Micah 5:2-4                 Gwen Hagen 

 Solo                  Lisa Gregory 

  I Wonder As I Wander (arr. John Jacob Niles) 
 

 

 



 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

Luke 1:26-38                  Ed Utt 

Solo              Mark Worsham 

 There’s A New Kid in Town (Chris Young) 

 

The Birth of Jesus 

Luke 2:1-7            Brooke Fredette 

Solo          Sophie Edwards, Violin 

 What Child is This/Away in a Manger (arr. John Dempsey) 

 

The Shepherds and Angels 

 Luke 2:8-14             Josh Deal 

 Solo                 Sarah Seaman 

  Were You There on that Christmas Night? (Natalie Sleeth) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



The Community Responds to the Word of God 
 

 

* Hymn The First Noel 

 
 

Worship in Stewardship 

 Offertory Prayer               Gerald Hagen 

 Presentation of Gifts 

 Doxology 

 



The Community Gathers Around the Lord’s Table 
  
 

 Invitation to the Table 

 Words of Institution 

 Prayer (ending with the Lord’s Prayer) 

 Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

(Communion will be taken by intinction, the practice of partially dipping the bread into the cup before 

consumption.  Please come forward down the center aisle by rows, beginning with the front row on 

each side, and then return to your pew back down the side aisles.  Each pew should follow the pew in 

front of them. All bread is gluten free.) 

 

 Prayer After Communion       Michael Edwards 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Community Goes Forth to Serve God 
 

 

*  Hymn Silent Night, Holy Night 
 

 
* Benediction                                                                                         Anna Edwards 

 

On the Eve of Christmas:  

Hatred will vanish. 

On the Eve of Christmas:  

The earth will flourish. 

On the Eve of Christmas:  

Violence will be gone. 

On the Eve of Christmas:  

Love will be born. 

 

When we offer a glass of water to a thirsty person 

it is Christmas. 

When we clothe a naked person with a gown of love 

it is Christmas. 

When we wipe the tears from weeping eyes 

it is Christmas. 

When the spirit of revenge dies in me 

it is Christmas. 

When in my heart I no longer want to stay apart 

it is Christmas. 



*  Hymn Joy to the World!  

  

 
 

* Blessing                 Michael Edwards 

 

* Postlude             Irma Alvis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripture Readings 
 

 

Micah 5:2-4 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 

the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock 

in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live 

secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 

his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 

the LORD; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not 

judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:  But with 

righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he 

shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the 

wicked.  And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his 

reins. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 

the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  And the 

cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat 

straw like the ox.  And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 

shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 

mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 

people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 

 
 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you.”29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 

a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 

Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 

is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 



God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Luke 2:1-7 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child.6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 

her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Luke 2:8-14 
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 


