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There will be an Ash 

Wednesday Service 

on  

Wednesday, March 6, 

at 7:00 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. There will 

not be a meal or Bible Study that night. 

Join us on March 

10 

and on March 24 

for services of 

baptism. 
 

 

Connecting to Each Other...Fellowship 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, February 27th - Don't Miss Our Special Event! 

 

 

The Youth have enjoyed some 

great, fun, Sunday night 

dinners, but now it’s their time 

to serve you! 

 

The Elegant Youth  
Fundraiser Dinner 

will be Wednesday,  

February 27 at 5:45. 
The menu is Roasted Turkey Breast, 

Mashed Potatoes, 
Sweet Potato Casserole, Green 

Beans, Rolls and Assorted Desserts. 
This meal will support Youth 

Passport Camp 
Child Care will be available if desired 

for a "donation". 

 

Reaching…..Teaching… 

Touching… 

  in the Heart of Powhatan 

Printed Edition 2/18/19 

Connecting to God….Worship 



 

New Wednesday Night Bible Study 
Naming the Distortions of Love 

A Lenten Study 
led by Bob Kruschwitz 

            During the season of Lent Dr. Bob Kruschwitz, 
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Baylor University (and 
May Memorial member) will be leading a study on the 
Seven Capital Vices on Wednesday nights.  This study will 
begin on Wednesday, March 13 and will last for five 
weeks.  It will take the place of the normal Wednesday night 
study and will meet in the gathering room.   

          The five lessons (subtitles) are: Introduction, Pride and Vainglory, Envy and Acedia, Anger and Greed, Gluttony 
and Lust.  

 

Valentine's socials were happening last Wednesday night at church.  The Kingdom Kids had a Valentine's party and there was 
much fun and fellowship at the "Sweet Heart Potato Bar".  Many thanks to Karen Hay for the beautifully decorated cake and to 
the Rachael Circle for all the decorating and cooking! Door Prizes were awarded at the Wednesday night "Sweet Heart" meal:  
Matt O'Quinn won a whole lot of chocolate by guessing the correct amount of candy in the jar. Bob and Elizabeth Cosby won 
another prize for having the longest marriage....59 years!  The Wood's and O'Quinn's tied for having the fewest years 
married...19.  Gwen Hagen found a heart taped under her chair and won another door prize! 

  



 

 
 

Make your reservation by Wednesday,  

March 13 with the church office at (804) 598-3098. 

 

This is a Community Event.  Everyone is Welcome! 



From the Pastor 
 

Where to Dance with Laura? 
 
Laura and I looked forward to this past Friday night for a couple of months.  It was the third “Father-Daughter Dance” 

that we have attended at her school, Flat Rock Elementary.  All the elementary schools in Powhatan host this annual 

event on different nights close to Valentines Day. I don’t do a lot of dancing, mainly because I can’t dance.  But it is 

still a great event.  This year’s theme at the Flat Rock dance was an international travel theme, with passports and food 

from many different countries and cultures.  

For several weeks I also knew of an invitation that was extended to me (as a dad of daughters) to attend a 

Father/Daughter dance at Passion Community Church (PCC).           

 

           PCC is a effective and thriving church, and I think this was their second or third year having their own dance 

in addition to what is done at the elementary schools.  Of course, I opted for the school dance.  From what I hear 

the dance at PCC was well attended by their members and others from our community. 

            I thought about PCC and their dance within the walls of their church, and I thought about what it would be 

like for May Memorial to host such an event.  Would it be better to attend an event like this in the church where I 

am 

comfortable, 

or is it better 

to attend at 

Flat Rock 

Elementary?   

            For 

many years 

churches 

tried to 

recreate 

every aspect 

of life inside 

the walls of 

the church.  

It was a little 

before my 

time, but I 

remember hearing a book referenced while I was in seminary titled “Total Church Life.”  And that is what many 

churches tried to create.  A “Christian” version of life outside of the church.  Church book stores.  Church coffee 

shops.  Church health clubs.  Churches tried to take boy scouts and girl scouts and recreate it within the church, and 

the Baptist version was called Girls in Action and Boys in Action.  The church that my Columbia Seminary 

graduation was held at, Peachtree Road Presbyterian Church in Atlanta had its own parking deck with tunnel that 

ran under Peachtree Road so folks could easily get to their gym, pool, and fitness center.  It was larger and nicer 

than any YMCA that I have ever seen.  And I wonder, is it better for Christians to build their own life and activities 

within the walls of the church facility or is it better for them to be in the community?  Where should I dance with 

Laura, at Flat Rock elementary or in the church? 

            There is not a right or wrong answer, of course.  In the gospels we see at least two commands or methods of 

carrying good news.  One is “come and see,” and the other is “go and tell.”  And while both are part of the church’s 

mission in the world, I feel my life shifting toward the “go and tell.”  That is where my heart is being drawn, and I 

seek to adjust my calendar and schedule to reflect this.  



 

            Does God want the church to create it’s own microcosm set apart from the world or does God want us to be 

salt and light in the world?  Does God want us to withdraw or does God want us to carry the love and peace of 

Jesus into our world? 

            I had a great time with Laura on Friday night.  We went to dinner before (we really didn’t need to do that, 

but Laura insists that be a part of our date) and I saw and talked to a church member who was working in the 

restaurant.  At the dance, one dad, a friend of mine, told me that in addition to bringing his daughter he brought 

another student who’s dad committed suicide when she was in kindergarten.  “Don’t you think that is what Jesus 

would want me to do?” he asked.  I talked to another friend who is Buddhist/Agnostic and continued building that 

relationship.  I talked to a new student’s dad who is a Dr. at MCV, a young man, and we had a conversation about 

pastor’s praying for the patients before they go in to surgery.  I’m not sure if this man is a Christian or not.  I didn’t 

go to evangelize, and I didn’t do any type of thing at this dance.  But I like being outside of the church and having 

these encounters.  “Go and tell” is a command of the New Testament, and I simply have a hard time doing that at 

3922 Old Buckingham Road.   

 

 

College Care Packages 

A collection bin is in the foyer outside the church office to collect items for 

care packages for our college students!  Items that you may donate are: 

$10.00 gift certificates to Kroger, Walmart, Panera, Starbucks, Sheets, 

Target, McDonalds, etc., Cute stuffed animals, Scented Candles, Journals, 

Colorful Pens, Nail Polish, etc, Candy, Snacks, Fuzzy Socks, Toothpaste, 

Toothbrush, Shaving Essentials, laundry care items or quarters, Water 

Bottles, Chap Stick, Handwritten Letters and Notes. 
 

 

Thank You 

 

 

Dear Members of May Memorial,  
It's with much gratitude for the beautiful arrangement of white roses you sent me for the death of my 
sister Lou Dixon.  
It warmed my heart to know I belong to a great fellowship of caring folks at May Memorial Baptist 
Church. In Christ's love, 
Carolyn Hash 
 

***** 
Dear MMBC Family, 
Thank you for your many remembrances and kindness to me during my recent illness.  Most of all, I 
thank you for the prayers; they were strongly felt.  I thank God for such a loving, thoughtful, concerned 
church family.  You are the best!  Looking forward to better days ahead.                          
Blessings, Carol Williams 
  

***** 
Dear friends, 
Thank you for your thoughts of and prayers for us after the passing of our younger brother Ken’s wife, 
Michelle, in Louisville, KY. We appreciate all the loving expressions that remind us of the beauty of our 
God expressed through our church family. We hope Ken can visit us soon for a vacation so we can 
introduce him to you. 
Love, 
Billy and Marlis, and Bob and Vicki Kruschwitz 
 
  



 

Announcements 

 

 

From the Personnel Committee 
            The Personnel Committee is pleased to recommend to the church the calling of Mary Ellen 
Balarzs as the May Memorial organist.  Mary Ellen is a wonderful musician and great addition to the 
worship service at May Memorial.  The recommendation will not change the budgeted salary approved 
by the church at the annual meeting for the church organist. 
            This recommendation will be made to the church at the next quarterly church business meeting. 

  

  

It's Time to Apply For Scholarships 
 
Scholarship applications for the 2019-20 school year, available from the 
church office, will be accepted from now through March 31.  Repeat 
applicants may submit an updated application without attachments.  First 
time applicants must submit an application with the required attachments 
(letters of reference and an essay.) Questions may be directed to any 
member of the Scholarship Committee:  Lynne Bradbury, Constance Deal, 
Jackie Lindsey. 

 

 



 

Prayer List February 18, 2019 

 

 

CHURCH FAMILY:  
Barbara Barden 
Nick Elam 
Carol Gregg 
Jean Hall 
Jeanan Krueger 
Fran O'Donnell 
Jim Pinkley 
David&Susan  
      Terry 
Nancy Wilkinson 
Janice Worsham   
 
MILITARY:    
Danny Myers, Brent 
Templeton, Jay Walls, 
Quint Sutton, David 
Brizendine, Jeremiah Clift, 
Nelson Sutton 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS*: 
Ron Davidson, friend of the Howard's 
Stephen Breeden, Son of Martha Oberg 
Lee Burnett 
Diane Deal, David Deal's Mother 
Justin Yancey, Irma Alvis' Grandson 
Estelle Davis, Debbie Elam's mother 
Lacie Baggett 
Rick Gallier 
Frank Carmichael 
Blythe Samuel (math teacher, PHS) 
Bobby Wells, Gladys Rabon's sister 
Libby Gregg, daughter of Carol Gregg 
Chris Elam 
Elizabeth Rice, friend of Carol Williams 
Stuart Yeorge  
Bill Wyler, Snead's friend 
Ben Spoon, friend of Juli Garrett 
Alan Karnolt, Bill's brother   

 

HOMEBOUND: 

Janice Worsham, 2041 Rocky Ford Road, Powhatan 

Frances Tilman, 3904 Old Buckingham Rd 

Audrey Johnston, The Crossing at Bon Air 9100 Bon Air Crossings Drive, Room 202, Richmond, VA 23235 

Audrey Mann, The Laurels of Willow Oaks, 11611 Robious Road, Midlothian, 23113  

Dillon Hamlett, 112 Jefferson Wing, 2420 Pemberton Road, Henrico, VA 23233 

 

From the Music Minister 

 

  

Love God, Love People – Heart Songs by Joan Maples 
 You’d think that people would have had enough of silly love songs. 

I look around me and I see it isn’t so. 
Some people wanna fill the world with silly love songs, 

and what’s wrong with that? 
I’d like to know ‘cause here I go again. 

I love you.  I love you.  I love you.  I love you. 
Paul McCartney 

 

During the month of February we think more often about love, romance, hearts, and chocolate!  Romantic music abounds too, 
of course, because linking music to emotion creates mood and atmosphere like nothing else does. So, how does music 
influence how we feel about God? This question is legitimate and relevant for today’s church. How important are heart songs, 
i.e. love songs to God, in our worship? Are we comfortable expressing deep, uninhibited emotion to our Creator? Church 
leaders consider these types of questions every day as they encourage meaningful corporate worship in their faith 
communities. 
  
Emotion is part of the human condition, isn’t it? Life would be dull and drab without it. Would we even be human without the 



 

ability to feel and express emotion? God created us to feel, and Jesus modeled appropriate expression of emotion while he 
lived on Earth. Perhaps you struggle, as I do, with balancing the emotions I feel and the mature, spirit-led expression of them. It 
certainly is a daily discipline.  
  
When considering emotion in our church music, two distinct camps soon become evident:  1) highly emotional (sometimes even 
romantic) lyrics with melodies and harmonies composed to evoke deep feelings about God and our connection to God, and 2) 
strong theological (almost academic) statements about God’s otherness, grandeur, and mysterious nature. What’s your 
preference? Do you land in one camp more often than the other or do you value variety and experience God differently on 
different days? I assume most of us have a musical style we usually lean toward. That’s fine. That’s human. I would like to 
suggest, however, that opening our hearts and our minds to musical and textual variety when worshiping a creative, multi-
faceted, all-knowing, all-loving God might just expand our understanding of God and God’s purposes for us. Try it, you might 
like it! We never know how a new song might speak to us unless we experience and examine the new song, right? 
  
Let us keep our hearts, minds, and experiences open to God. Our Creator is receptive to the many ways we worship. Primarily 
and most importantly, worship is for and to God. So, reflect upon these questions: Is God pleased with our expressions of love, 
gratitude and praise during worship? Is God the focus of our worship or are we more concerned with our personal perceptions 
and preferences? These are good questions to ask when we pray in private and when we worship as community. 
Communicating love for God to God is the key. God is our audience and loves to be loved . . . and never tires of hearing our 
love songs! 
  
P.S. I finished the book Everything Happens for a Reason…and Other Lies I’ve Loved by Kate Bowler. The author wrestles with 
principles of the “prosperity gospel” she was raised to believe. You will be challenged by Bowler’s personal account of life 
altering events and the way she wrestles in writing with what she learned as a child about God and what difficult life 
experiences continue to teach her about God today.  

 

     Weekly Schedule                                     Birthdays                              Financial 

 

Due to the President's Day 

bank holiday, the financial 

information for February 17th 

will be in next week's 

newsletter. 

 

Wednesday, February 20 
   4:00 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 

   5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
   6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 

   7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice 
 
 

Saturday, February 23 
 

9:00 a.m.  Deacon Retreat 
at VA Baptist 

Mission Board 
 
 

Sunday, February 24 
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.  Worship 
  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 

February Birthdays 
 

23-Lester Oberg 
  

March Birthdays 
 

4-Amy Johnston 
5-Jane Ware 

6-Cheryl Vrooman 
7-Vernon Byrd 

9-Bob Cox 
10-Tom Seaman 

11-Carol Williams 
12-Erin Johnston 

13-Stewart Matthews 
13-Joan Cosby 

13-Cindy Wilkinson 
13-Mason Lloyd 

 
(Please contact Diana in the church 

office if your name is missing.) 
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