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Opportunities to Connect with God, Each Other,  

and the World this Week 

  
3922 Old Buckingham Rd. 

Powhatan, VA 23139 
In the heart of the Courthouse Village 

(804) 598-3098 
 

 

 

Connecting to God......Worship  

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Worship 
Services 

 
Palm Sunday Worship -  
March 25 at 11:00 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday Service -  
March 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
Easter Sunday Worship - 
Sunday, April 1 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday is a wonderful day at May Memorial 
Baptist Church, and we want our friends and 
neighbors to be a part of the Hope God offers us.  
The May Memorial family is seeking out "our one" 
that we will invite to be a part of the worshiping 
community on Easter Sunday.  Who is "your one?"  
 
What to do this week?  This week you are invited 
to begin asking God who is "your one."  Is it your 
neighbor?  Your barber?  A favorite waiter?  Your 
child's coach?  Prayerfully consider who God is 
leading you to invite.  Who is your one?  
#beabringer  

 



 

 

Connecting to Each Other ...Fellowship  

 

 

 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Children of all ages are welcome to attend an Easter Egg 

Hunt on Easter Sunday before worship. The hunt will be 

geared towards preschoolers-5th graders. We will have a 

wonderful time of fun and fellowship with your little ones 

while teaching them the meaning of this blessed day. 

Adults are welcome to join in the fun or attend one of our 

Sunday School classes. 
 

 

  

The Youth are Planning a trip to SKY ZONE!!! 
Ashley needs to know who could come March 11th from 5-
7:30.  We will eat first and jump for an hour.   Meeting in 
town, so let her know if you'd like to carpool.  Friends are 
invited!!!  Let Ashley know ASAP so we can reserve space .  
You will need money for a fast food dinner and $15.00 to 
jump for the hour.  You may reach Ashley at 
a.edwards.maymemyouthchildren@gmail.com or call the 
church office at 598-3098.  

 

 

 

 

Connecting to Our World...Missions  

 

 

Share some love with Madeline's House 

Madeline's House is a refuge for domestic abused women and their children.  Powhatan county is 
part of the district that Madeline's House serves. To assist with their operating budget the May 
Memorial Family has from time to time collected items they have stated are needed.  If you wish to 
help show some love to these families pick something from the list or a monetary donation will be 
used to purchase something from the list for you. (we love to shop.) 
 
A collection box will be in the commons until March 4th.  The Rachael Circle members will shop 
for and deliver the collection.  Thank you in advance for your help.  Need more information 
call: Sandy Shelton 598-3364, Nancy Wood 598-2121 
 
Items Needed:  cleaning products (laundry, dish, general cleaning), twin sheets (white), pillows 
(bed). blankets - adults and children, towels - white, wash cloths - white, journals, drinking glasses 
for adults - not disposable kind, baby wipes, sippy cups for toddlers. 
 
Any ladies or children's grooming products to help these ladies and their children feel special.    

mailto:a.edwards.maymemyouthchildren@gmail.com


 

Announcements  

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

It’s that time of year again:  time to pick up an application for the MMBC Scholarship for 
the 2018-19 school term.  Applications with completed attachments are due back in the 

church office by March 31, 2018 with scholarships awarded in April.  Last year 12 
scholarships were awarded to our young people.  Those recipients can re-apply by 

submitting an updated application form accompanied by a brief statement about your plans rather than the 
attachments required for a first-time application.   

  
Fundraising has been ongoing this year to replenish the Scholarship Fund with special thanks to the Koinonia 

Class for donating the profits from the class-sponsored Thursday night meals and to other faithful donors. 
  

Scholarship Team:  Lynne Bradbury, Constance Deal, Jackie Lindsey (chairman) 

 

       Prayer List 2-20-18  
 

 

CHURCH FAMILY:  
Barbara Barden 
Betty Bodsford 
Brant Cover  
Ester Fitch 
Carol Gregg 
Wetsil "Gene" Gwaltney 
Jean Hall 
Pat Hogge 
Audrey Johnston 
Sadette Lathrop 
Fran O'Donnell 
Shirley Stephens 
David&Susan Terry 
Ryan Turner 
Nancy Wilkinson 
 
MILITARY:    
Danny Myers, Brent Templeton, 

Jay Walls, Ben Scudder, Quint 

Sutton, Lewis Newman, David 

Brizendine, Jeremiah Clift, 

Nelson Sutton 
 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS*: 
Bill Wood, Bob's brother 
Alan Karnolt 
Ron Davidson, friend of the Howard's 
Toni Cole, daughter-in-law of Fred and Joann 
Stephen Breeden, Son of Martha Oberg 
Lee Burnett 
Diane Blandford's Mother 
Diane Deal, David Deal's Mother 
Ewell Flippo's Father 
Calvin Harris, Carol Williams' Brother 
Justin Yancey, Irma Alvis' Grandson 
Mary Baker, Nancy Wood's sister 
The Hair's, friends of Debbie Taylor 
Chris Elam 
Tracy Reynolds, friend of Bob Wood 
Family of Gus Ahladas 
 
 
HOMEBOUND: 
Nancy Wilkinson, Morningside of Belgrade 

2800 Polo Parkway, Midlothian, Va 23113 

 

Frances Tilman, 3904 Old Buckingham Rd 

 

Audrey Johnston, The Crossing at Bon Air 

9100 Bon Air Crossings Drive, Room 202 

Richmond, VA 23235 
 



 

 

From the Pastor  

 

 

 

The Christians 

            This past Saturday night Beverley and I had our Valentine’s Date.  We had a delicious 

dinner at Comfort and then went next door to the Virginia Rep Theater for a performance of the 

play The Christians.  The Christians is a work by the playwright Lucas Hnath, and it tells the story 

of a megachurch that is split over a doctrinal dispute. 

            The issue that arose in this fictional church (or not so fictional if you know the story of Rob 

Bell) came in the form of a sermon, when the successful and beloved pastor preached that he had 

been struggling with the popular understanding of hell, and in fact he no longer believed in hell as 

a literal place.  In his sermon he presents scriptural support.  He explains that when Jesus talked 

about a place of “fire and burning and gnashing of teeth” he used the word Gehenna, a literal 

place in first century Jerusalem, literally the trash dump.  All of Jesus’ original hearers knew 

exactly what Jesus was talking about, but the word translated into the English Hell has caused 

modern English Bible readers to think of a place of afterlife torment. 

            When the sermon is preached there are mixed feelings.  An associate pastor revolts and 

leaves the church to start a new congregation.  Most members stay, some leave, and from here 

the story spirals out of control until the pastor’s wife sides with those who left, and their marriage 

begins to fall apart. 

            The associate pastor steadfastly affirms a belief in a literal Hell, and he argues his side of 

that issue well.  It is personal for him, and he also points to Biblical evidence.  As a pastor 

watching this production I felt like a WWII Vet who had just been to see Saving Private Ryan.  It is 

a hard, heartbreaking, and sad story in which feelings and emotions run high and good people 

part ways.  And the conundrum this fictional church finds itself in doesn’t seem to have a perfect 

solution.  The story offered no resolution at the conclusion. 

            I found it interesting that the central question of the play revolved around the existence of a 

literal hell, and what the characters didn’t see was that they were in a hell of their own making 

already.  They were caught in a hopeless place and did not have the vision to see how they may 

find hope and reconciliation.  Whoever won the Biblical argument concerning “afterlife hell” was 

left in the air, but they were already living in a hell of their own making. 

            The Catholic Priest/Preacher Richard Rohr often says that if a person goes to church for 

the wrong reasons that person will be miserable.  I don’t know that any of the characters were 

attending for the wrong reason, but at some point, in this story their reasons shifted to a desire to 

argue their point, and misery held the day in that fictional congregation. 

            The play only ran about 90 minutes, with no intermission.  But as I left I was wanting to 

listen to this church’s story a little longer.  Because I know that our God always has a play up His 

sleeve.  The darkest moments are never the last moment, and even if the story would have 

continued to decay, at some point God’s light would have shone.  Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 

reflecting on the struggle for racial equality in Apartheid South Africa, told a radio host that “Just 

when we thought we couldn’t even catch our breath, the God of surprises played His most 

extraordinary and incredible card.” 

            Thanks be to God. 
 

 



 

 

This Week at May Memorial  

 

 

 

Monday, February 19 
  7:30 p.m.  AA/NA Meeting 
 
Wednesday, February 21 
10:30 a.m.  Bible Study 
                     Learning and Living 
                     the Truth 
 
Thursday, February 22 
10:00 a.m.  Ahladas family receives 
                    friends, Commons Area 
12:00 p.m.  Celebration of Life Service 
                   For Gus Ahladas 
  5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
  6:15 p.m.  Handbells 
  6:30 p.m.  Children's Mission  
                   Bible Study 
                     Learning and Living 
                     the Truth 
  7:00 p.m.  Children's Choir 
  7:30 p.m.  Adult Choir  
 
Sunday, February 25 
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Worship 
  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 

 

February Birthdays 
 

23 - Lester Oberg 
25-Hunter Smith 

 
March Birthdays 

 
2-Debbie Taylor 

5-Jane Ware 
6-Cheryl Vrooman 

7-Vernon Byrd 
9-Bob Cox 

10-Tom Seaman 
11-Carol Williams 

13-Stewart Matthew 
13-Joan Cosby 

13-Cynthia Wilkinson 
13-Mason Lloyd 

 

 

 

The Financial Information for 2-18-18 
will be in next week's newsletter 
due to the bank holiday today. 

 
Attendance:  118 Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


