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(804) 598-3098   maymemorialchurch.org 

 

 

Connecting to God...Worship 

 

 

 

 

Join us on March 10 

and on March 24 

for services of baptism. 

 

 

Connecting to Each Other...Fellowship 

 

 

 

 Valentine’s Dinner  

February 13th at 5:45 

Sweet Heart Potato Bar 

Sponsored by the Rachael Circle 

 

February 20 - Pot Luck, Please bring a dish to share! 

 

 

 

February 27th - A fancy dinner  to raise funds 

for Passport Camp 

sponsored by our Youth 

 

Roasted Turkey Breast, Mashed Potatoes, Green 

Beans and Rolls with Assorted Desserts 

 

May Memorial was busy place last Wednesday night 

as youth assisted with Johns Bailey’s dinner! 



 

  

The Next “We Want You Here” Class 
will be on February 17th 

at 9:45 a.m.   
This class is an overview of what is important to the May Memorial 

Church family and what makes us unique.  

(including May Memorial’s history, associations, staff, deacons and 

activities for all ages.) 

  

If you would like to attend our February 17, 2019 “We Want You Here” 

newcomers session, please call Debbie Elam at 804-397-5375 to 

reserve your seat.  It is our hope that by learning who we are and how 

we worship, you will join our Church Family. 
 

 

This past weekend the whole church was invited to celebrate with the 

Edwards' family and friends!  Anna turned 17! 

Last 

Wednesday 

night the 

Kingdom 

Kids had 

fun with 

their craft! 



 

 

 

 

Connecting to Our World...Missions 

 

  

College Care Packages 

 

A collection bin is in the foyer outside the church office to collect items for 

care packages for our college students!  Items that you may donate are: 

$10.00 gift certificates to Kroger, Walmart, Panera, Starbucks, Sheets, 

Target, McDonalds, etc., Cute stuffed animals, Scented Candles, Journals, 

Colorful Pens, Nail Polish, etc, Candy, Snacks, Fuzzy Socks, Toothpaste, 

Toothbrush, Shaving Essentials, laundry care items or quarters, Water 

Bottles, Chap Stick, Handwritten Letters and Notes. 
 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday February 12  

Women's Missionary Union:  
Rachael Circle 

 
Meeting at the church at 7:00 pm.  

All ladies are invited to join! 
 



  

The Coalition of Powhatan Churches is requesting donations 
of items for its Silent Auction at the Spring Antique Power 
Show (April 27-28).  Furniture, art work, jewelry and other 
items in good condition are welcome.  If you have items to 
donate, please contact Liz Benton 
at angels5517@aol.com or 804-372-6384.  Thank you. 
 
The website for the coalition 
is: www.coalitionofpowhatanchurches.com 

 

 

BENEFIT CONCERT IN HONOR OF BRYSON SLATE AND FAMILY 

02-16-19 

FEATURING POWHATAN'S  THE HIGHLIGHTERS  

AND VIRGINIA BARBERSHOP CHORUS 

CONCERT BEGINS AT 7 P.M. AT POWHATAN HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM (1800 JUDES 

FERRY ROAD, POWHATAN) 

ADMISSION IS FREE - DONATIONS GREATLY APPRECIATED 

 

********** 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

To our May Memorial Family:  Thank you so much for the visits, calls, cards, and prayers during my 
recent hospitalization.  Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated. 
 
In Christian love, 
Jeanan Krueger 

  

 

Announcements 

 

 

The Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study finished it first (fall) session study of Psalms with 25 

attendees.  Our second (spring) study of the "I AM" sayings of Jesus in the book of John is now 

underway with 27 attendees. It is wonderful to have a good group of May Memorial ladies studying 

and ministering alongside a group of ladies from other churches and several non-churched 

ladies.  Not only are we enhancing our own relationship with God and our May Memorial sisters, but 

we are also  excited  about building community relationships with other Christians and seekers.  The 

fellowship is wonderful, the learning is heart-felt and the atmosphere is God centered.  All in all, it is a 

great time of building and growing relationships with each other and with God. 

 

~ The Women's Bible Study Leaders 

mailto:angels5517@aol.com
http://www.coalitionofpowhatanchurches.com/


  

It's Time to Apply For Scholarships 
 
Scholarship applications for the 2019-20 school year, 
available from the church office, will be accepted from now 
through March 31.  Repeat applicants may submit an updated 
application without attachments.  First time applicants must 
submit an application with the required attachments (letters of 
reference and an essay.) Questions may be directed to any 
member of the Scholarship Committee:  Lynne Bradbury, 
Constance Deal, Jackie Lindsey. 

 

  

 

Prayer List February 4, 2019 
For any changes, please email Diana at maymem@verizon.net 

 

 

CHURCH FAMILY:  
Barbara Barden 
Nick Elam 
Jean Hall 
Jeanan Krueger 
Fran O'Donnell 
Jim Pinkley 
David&Susan  
      Terry 
Nancy Wilkinson 
Carol Williams (is home) 
 
 
 
MILITARY:    
Danny Myers, Brent 
Templeton, Jay Walls, 
Quint Sutton, David 
Brizendine, Jeremiah Clift, 
Nelson Sutton 
  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS*: 
Ron Davidson, friend of the Howard's 
Stephen Breeden, Son of Martha Oberg 
Lee Burnett 
Diane Deal, David Deal's Mother 
Justin Yancey, Irma Alvis' Grandson 
Ron and Rhonda Simmons, friends of the Lindsey's 
Estelle Davis, Debbie Elam's mother 
Lacie Baggett 
Rick Gallier 
Frank Carmichael 
Blythe Samuel (math teacher, PHS) 
Bobby Wells, Gladys Rabon's sister 
Libby Gregg, daughter of Carol Gregg 
Chris Elam 
Elizabeth Rice, friend of Carol Williams 
Stuart Yeorge  
Family of Andrea Sullivan, Mike Koelzer's sister 
Lou Dixon, Carolyn Hash's sister   
 
HOMEBOUND: 
Frances Tilman, 3904 Old Buckingham Rd 

 

Audrey Johnston, The Crossing at Bon Air 

9100 Bon Air Crossings Drive, Room 202 

Richmond, VA 23235 

 

Audrey Mann, The Laurels of Willow Oaks, 11611 Robious Road, 

Midlothian, 23113  

 

Dillon Hamlett, 112 Jefferson Wing, 2420 Pemberton Road, 

Henrico, VA 23233 

mailto:maymem@verizon.net


 

From the Pastor 

 

 

On My Heart 
                As I began to write today’s piece for the newsletter, I was going in a different direction than what you 

will read below, but the words felt manufactured.  Today my mind is again pulled toward the frustration and 

disappointment in national and state elected officials, most notebly at this point in time with the Virginia 

Governor. 

                Over the past months I have been reading a lot of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, the Russian political 

prisoner, teacher, and writer.  2018 was the 100th anniversary of his birth, and much attention has been paid to 

him over the past 18 months.  Before he was anything else, Solzhenitsyn was the great foe of the Soviet 

Communist State.  He had lived in the Russian Gulag, had suffered with multitudes of other Russian citizens but 

was one of the fortunate that came out with his life.  He wrote extensively about the plague of Soviet 

Communism, and some have even said that he was one of the couple of authors who brought down the Soviet 

Union. 

                Solzhenitsyn was a devout Christian, and for many years he lived in the United States.  He settled on a 

small farm in beautiful New England, and he didn’t make many public appearances.  He was asked to deliver 

the commencement address at Harvard two times, the first time he declined the offer, and the second time he 

accepted.  I love the photos of him delivering the speech.  He spoke through a interpreter, his English not being 

stable enough, and because of that the address lasted an entire hour. 

                Leading up to the speech all expectations were that he was going to again offer overwhelming 

criticism of Soviet Communism.  But he chose a different target.  Instead of pointing out the many faults of his 

homeland he turned the target on the United States, and because of that criticism he fell out of favor with many 

of the intellectual elites in the western world. 

                He criticized the United States for the lack of courage, for the improper use of the press and media, for 

our “hastiness” and for American’s superficiality, and most notably for our consumerism and addiction to 

material things that we think will make us happy.  He criticized us for our thinking that our legal code is all that 

is required for a whole life. 

                As a follower of Jesus living in America we must never become so given to a particular political slant 

that we lose the ability to do what Solzhenitsyn did and call out what is right and wrong.  Whether is it the 

American President or the Virginia Governor, our political alliances must not cause us to lose our sight and 

voices for what is right and wrong, what is profitable and what is destructive. 

                I read the news and watch religious leaders and I wonder how they have become so blind to what is 

just and loving and compassionate and fair and Godly.  How have Christians lost the ability to speak out against 

separating children from the parents and placing them in cages at the border?  How have Christians or any 

Americans come to the place where a viable human life can be aborted?  How can God’s people, followers of 

Jesus whose life and message challenged racism on a regular basis, not speak out against the racism behind 

dressing up in “blackface” and in white nationalism? 

                Our hope is not in our nation and its leaders.  Our ethical behavior is not based on what happens to be 

codified in local or national law.  Our standard is not what is lifted up before us in our culture.  We are God’s 

people, and there is our hope, our future, and our allegiance. 

                The previous pastor of Powhatan Mennonite Church had a school age daughter when I first came to 

Powhatan.  She was a bright young lady who took her faith seriously.  She caused trouble at her private church-

run school when she refused to place her hand on her heart and say the pledge of allegiance to the American flag 

each morning along with the rest of the school.  And following her Anabaptist tradition she told her teachers and 

her principal, “My allegiance is only to Christ.” 

At the beginning of the Harvard speech Solzhenitsyn proclaimed that “truth is seldom sweet; it is almost 

invariably bitter.” 



 

From the Music Minister 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

from Joan Maples 

For years I’ve used the word “edify” to communicate encouragement and support for each other. It works but 

has more of an instructional bent that I did not intend: 

EDIFY: instruct or improve (someone) morally or intellectually. 

Synonyms: educate, instruct, teach, school, tutor, coach, train, guide; enlighten, inform, cultivate, develop, 

inculcate, improve, better, uplift, elevate 

  

What I really meant to say is “affirm, encourage, praise, and support” another. The definitions are different 

though somewhat connected, I think. My question for you is: What is the highest compliment (affirmation, 

praise, support, encouragement) you ever received? 

  

Thinking back, I remember words encouraging my work ethic, conscientiousness, academic efforts, selflessness, 

honesty, etc., but the comment that popped into my mind while contemplating a topic for this article was this: 

“Your voice sounds like -- chocolate.” Wow! The affirmation came from a fellow Nashville Opera Chorus 

singer during dress rehearsal when he stood near me for the first time. I was flabbergasted, highly 

complimented, humbled….and a bit dubious. Sure, my voice had been praised before but I often assumed the 

speakers (especially church types) were “just being nice.” You see I have a small voice in my head, instilled at a 

very young age, that reminds me “it was just ‘okay’ and that ‘too much praise gives children the big head’ and 

‘there’s always room for improvement,’ among others. I’m sure many of you, too, have voices in your heads 

telling you similar things. Some people believe too much praise spoils the child. 

How we live in community is a spiritual matter. Expressing warm approval and words of appreciation for 

another’s efforts (perfect or not) is loving action. When we “praise” our neighbors we become “Christ” to each 

other and do godly work. Everyone likes, yes, needs, affirmation. We don’t give enough of it IMHO. So, I 

challenge you to be “nice” (remember Sunday’s sermon?) and share a good word and a smile with those around 

you. They will be blessed and so will you! 

 

 

 

********** 

 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
 

Our gifts to our Lord for February 3, 2019 
 

Attendance:  Worship 102, Sunday School 68 
 

Regular Offering                   $ 4,108.90 
Memorials                                1,609.43 
Total Giving For Period:       $  5,718.33 

 
Memorials in Memory of Joyce Maxey 

Patricia D. Flippo 
 

 

  



 

Weekly Schedule                                     Birthdays 

 

 

Wednesday, February 6 
   4:00 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 

   5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
   6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 

   7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice 
  

Sunday, February 10 
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.  Worship 
  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 

 
Tuesday, February 12 

10:00 a.m.  Ladies Bible Study 
7:00 p.m.  WMU Rachael Circle Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Backpacks of Love 
 

Wednesday, February 13 
   4:00 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 

   5:45 p.m.  Mid-Week Meal 
   6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 

   7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice 
 

Saturday, February 16 
9:30 a.m.  Food Pantry Ministry 

 
Sunday, February 17 

  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Worship 

  6:00 p.m.  Youth Soul Food 

February Birthdays 
 

2- Don Fitch 
2-Bob Talbert 

7-Charly Jamerson 
7-Rebecca Jordan 

8-Rudy Potter 
8-Ed Utt 

9-Carolyn Roberts 
10- Juli Garrett 

10- Mike Koelzer 
15-Linda Porterfield 
15-Debbie Mottley 

17-Judy Martin 
23-Lester Oberg 

 
 
 
 

(The birthday list was temporary 
unavailable until now due to 

technical problems.  Please contact 
Diana in the church office if your 

name is missing at 598-3098) 

 

 

 

  

Sunday, March 17  
St. Patrick's Day 

 
Dinner and Concert! 

More info coming soon! 
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