
“They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 

signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious” (Isaiah 

11:9-10 NRSV). 

We are the followers of that root of Jesse Isaiah spoke of. We are the ones who are now called to 

stand as a signal to the world, to all of creation, that peace is the will of the one who created us. 

Peace is the knowledge of the Lord that we proclaim from sea to shining sea.  

“In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea proclaiming. “Repent for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” And “bear fruit worthy of repentance” (Matthew 3:1,2, 8 

NRSV). 

We light these candles, the candle of joyful hope and the candle of proclaimed peace, in part to 

remind ourselves that we are a people rising toward God’s promise. But we also light them as a 

sign to the world, an announcement there are some who hold on to hope and there are some who 

work the ways of peace. We stand as a sign that Emmanuel is still our fervent prayer. 

Let us pray: 
 

Faithful God, 

you are at work to restore all of creation 

in its intended harmony. 

Give us your shalom 

that we may be reconciled to all enemies 

in the peace that passes all understanding 

through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

God of promise, God of peace, 

Into our darkness come. 


