Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven” (Isaiah 7:11 NRSV). But when the king refused, God would
not be stopped. “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is
with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14 NRSV).

God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure ourselves. God wants us to experience God’s
presence, even when we think we can handle life on our own. God sends us signs of God’s
presence with us; all we need to do is keep our eyes open and look.

"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,"” which
means, ‘God is with us.”" When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had
borne a son; and he named him Jesus (Matthew 1:23-25 NRSV).

We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of proclaimed peace, of deep everlasting joy,
and today of presence that speaks of love, as a sign that no matter our circumstance, we know we
are not alone.

Let us Pray:

God of hope, God of peace,

God of joy, and God of love,

Teach us how to love one another

as reflections of your light in the world.
God of promise, God of love,

into our darkness come.



